THE PAVEMENT OF THE MARTYRS                   61
the Arabs all ranged in order before them, the Euro-
peans prepared for fight, deeming that within those
tents were the phalanxes of the enemy; but sending
forth their scouts they found that the hosts of the
Ishmaelites fled away silently under cover of the night,
seeking their own country. Fearing, however, a feigned
flight and a sudden return by hidden ways, they circled
round and round with amazed caution and thus the
invaders escaped, but the Europeans after dividing the
spoils and the captives in orderly manner among them-
selves returned with gladness to their homes."18
As for the Muslim chronicle, it is very restricted
on this subject. Most of the Muslim historians are
reticent on these great events or refer to them very
concisely. But the Spanish historian Conde gives
us the following passages of the Muslim Andalusian
version19 on the conquest of France and on the battle
of Tours:
" The people of Afranc, meanwhile, and those of
the Spanish border, hearing of Othman's death, and
knowing the great force of the Muslimsh that was com-
ing against them, made the best preparation in their
power entreating for defence, and wrote to their neigh-
bours entreating aid. The Count and Lord of the
district gathered his forces and went forth against
the Arabs, whom he fought with varying success, but
Abderrahman was upon the whole victorious, and
gradually occupied all the towns belonging to the Count.
His troops were inflated with their continued good
fortune; they desired nothing better than to be led to
battle, full of confidence, as they were, in the valour
and military skill of their leader; and of these they had
daily experience, to the perpetual loss and heavy dis-
advantage of the Christians,
44 Passing the river Garonne, the Muslimah forces
burnt all the towns along its banks, destroyed the fruits
of the fields, and carried off captives innumerable. Like
a desolating tempest it was that this army swept over